
AP Calculus BC 2019-20 Course Information 

 

Teacher: Barbara Murray     Room 4112 

  Email:  barbara.murray@humbleisd.net  Class Periods: 5, 6, 7 

 

 

Textbook:  Calculus of a Single Variable, AP* Edition 10e, by Larson & Edwards, ISBN 9781285060330. 

I supplement the textbook significantly with worksheets and notes. The textbook is useful if you need further 

explanation of concepts or additional practice problems. Instructions for accessing the online textbook are on 

my website. 
 

What is Calculus? 

Calculus is the study of continuous change. It provides a framework for modeling systems in which there is 

change, and a way to deduce the predictions of such models. It has two major branches: differential calculus 

(concerning rates of change and slopes of curves), and integral calculus (concerning accumulation of quantities 

and the areas under and between curves). 
 

Course Description: 

AP Calculus BC is roughly equivalent to both first and second semester university calculus courses. AP 

Calculus BC covers topics in differential and integral calculus, including the concepts and skills of limits, 

derivatives, integrals, and series. The pace of this class is very fast. We start the year where Pre-AP Precalculus 

BC left off at the end of last year. It is assumed that students in AP Calculus BC already know the basic 

concepts of limits, continuity, and derivatives. AP Calculus BC is a difficult course! You will work far harder 

than you have worked in any other math class. But the content is exciting and the knowledge gained will be 

rewarding! 99.98% of my past students are “very glad” they took this course! 
 

Grading: 70% Summative Grades (Tests) 

  30% Formative Grades (Assignments and Quizzes) 
 

Assignments & Quizzes: It is imperative and expected that every assignment be completed before the next 

class day. I cannot overstate the importance of doing your homework every day. At the end of each school year, 

I ask my students to give advice to my future students. The most repeated advice is “Do your homework every 

day!” This is followed by “Don’t get behind in your homework!” and “Do what Mrs. Murray says and you will 

be successful!” Quizzes can be unannounced or scheduled. 

 

Tests: Tests will include basic questions similar to the homework, advanced questions to determine if full 

comprehension has been met, and complex AP-style questions to prepare for the AP Exam. The format of tests 

will be similar to the AP Exam: Part Multiple Choice and part Free Response. There will be no re-testing. There 

will be no additional time given if you do not finish a test. There will be no test corrections for extra points. 

There will be no extra credit. Your test grade will stand, so do your best the first time! 
 

Grading: I will do my best to grade assessments and record the grades in a timely manner. I understand the 

importance of a quick return of any assessment grade. Keep track of your grades online. It is easy for me to 

make an error when inputting grades. If you notice a mistake in your grades, let me know as soon as possible so 

that I can correct it. 
 



Technology: 

A graphing calculator is required for this class. Graphing calculators are used to help solve problems, 

experiment, interpret results, and support conclusions. I will teach using the TI-84 Plus Silver graphing 

calculator. Other calculators are acceptable, most notably the TI-Nspire, TI-89, Casio Prism, and HP Prime. If 

you use a calculator other than the TI-84, however, you will be responsible for knowing how to operate your 

calculator. For a complete list of AP-acceptable calculators, please visit the AP College Board website. If 

obtaining a graphing calculator is an issue for anyone, please see me outside of class time. If I don’t hear from 

you, I will assume you have an acceptable graphing calculator. 

 

Google Classroom, Remind 101, and My Website: 

• Tutoring information and basic classroom information is kept up to day on my staff website on the KHS 

website.  

• You need to immediately become familiar with our Schoology Classroom. This is where all calendars, 

notes, worksheets, and SOLUTIONS to all assignments will be posted. 

• Join this year’s Remind 101: AP Calc BC 2021. I will send announcements for quizzes, corrections, grade 

uploads, etc. on this app. If you think it would be nice to know if there will be a quiz tomorrow, join our 

Remind group. In addition, through Remind you may text me questions on homework, questions on 

concepts, questions on your grades, etc. To join this year’s group, text @kbbka2 to 81010 or go to 

https://www.remind.com/join/kbbka2.  

 

Attendance: 

When you are absent, look on Schoology for the most up-to-date calendar. This contains every assignment and 

test, but does not list quizzes. It is your responsibility to acquire the missed notes by watching the Video Lesson 

on Schoology. Then it is your responsibility to complete any missed assignments. If you ask me in class, “What 

did I miss yesterday,” I will tell you to look at Schoology. You need to be able to do this on your own in 

college, so I will help prepare you. All missed work must be made up according to the timing set forth in the 

Humble ISD Student Handbook – One day per day of missed class. Make-up tests are given in my classroom 

during lunch tutoring times, or scheduled with me after school. You must let me know when you plan to make 

up a test, so that I can have a make-up test ready for you. Make up tests will cover the same material as the test 

taken on the scheduled testing day, but will be different.  
 

 

AP Calculus BC Exam: 

This year’s exam is on May 4, 2021 at 8:00am. I’ll be discussing details of the exam later, but you can read all 

about it on the AP College Board website. There is a link on my KHS webpage. In class we begin AP exam 

prep on August 11, 2020! 

 

 

 

 

If anything deserves to be 
called the secret of the 
universe, calculus is it. 

 

                           ~ Steven Strogatz  
 


